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“Never should there be
barriers that prevent
parents from being active
participants in the school
life of their children.

[ TradiiceloAbora! affords
us that opportunity to
remove a language bar-
rier. We are grateful to
IBM for always striving
to make the world a
smarter place.”

—Jeanne Goka, Principal, Ann Richards
School for Young Women Leaders

i TradiceloAhora!

iTraduceloAhora!

(Translate Now)

IBM translation technology bridges language divide
between schools, Hispanic community
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iGr.  Apreciado Sr. Rivera, su hija Milena le va muy bien en
clase de ciencia. Yo solo quiero recordarle que su proyecto
5 de ciencia se debe entregar el viernes. iTambién por favor
recuerde asistir a la conferencia de padres y maestros el
viernes! iGracias!

& Q@ Paragraph = FontStyle~ FontSzer B 7 U = =¥ =
== -a[>A[9

Dear Mr. Rivera, your daughter, Milena, is doing very well
in science class. I just want to remind you that her science
project is due on Friday. Also, please remember to attend t

parent-teacher conference on Friday! Thank you!

- Mrs. Johnson

IBM’s jTraduceloAhora! enables bidirectional translations (English-to—Spanish
and Spanish—-to—-English) of emails between parents and teachers.

Imagine for a moment if the flood of emails you receive daily sud-
denly became an indecipherable series of fonts and symbols.
Unfortunately, this scenario is a reality for many Spanish-speak-
ing individuals with limited English skills.

It’s a situation that is especially frustrating for parents when it
comes to online correspondence with their child’s school. Now,
there’s a solution: {TradticeloAhora! (Translate Now!), a grant pro-
gram featuring IBM’s automatic translation technology.

Bidirectional translations

More than 700 schools and not—for—profit organizations in the
U.S. and Latin America are participating in the TradidceloAhora!
grant program, which is opening up a world of information on the
Web for Spanish—speakers. Also, bidirectional translations
(English—to—Spanish and Spanish-to—English) of emails is helping
parents better communicate with their children’s teachers.


http://www.traduceloahora.org
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“The Digital Divide means more than simple physical access to a com-
puter,” said Robin Willner, vice president, Global Community
Initiatives, IBM Corporate Citizenship and Corporate Affairs. “It’s
the ability to access relevant Web content and understand important
information available on the Internet. It’s equally important for
Spanish—speaking parents to understand emails on school-related
topics from their children’s teachers.”

IBM WebSphere Technology

{TraddceloAhora! uses an enhanced version of IBM WebSphere®
Translation Server software, which continues to improve based on
comments and feedback from users. The program has been very suc-
cessful in opening up a world of information on the web for Spanish
speakers—jobs, legal aid, education, health care, immigration—and
enabling greater communication with teachers and others.

iTraduceloAhora! is an IBM program
that automatically translates Web
pages and emails from English to
Spanish and vice-versa.

“It was so difficult before to connect with my child’s doctor over the
phone but now I can send an email and now he responds promptly. I
can now send in my questions and concerns before scheduled visits so
that I make sure to get the answers I need about my child’s health and
medication. I really feel more empowered now that I am able to have
my concerns addressed,” said a member of the New Jersey Statewide
Parent Advocacy Network.

The Tomds Rivera Policy Institute, recognized as the nation’s premier
Latino think tank, conducted an independent evaluation of the grant
program and concluded that the {ITradiceloAhora! automatic transla-
tion software was of significant benefit to the participating
organizations and their constituents.

For more information on IBM Corporate Citizenship and Corporate
Affairs, visit ibm.com/ibm/ibmgives or call 914-499-1900.
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